





Gospeiveniscipleship

Chandra Olier, North Texas PesWIC Resident

While reflecting on the main theme of this yedraining, “Gospel Driven Discipleship”, | was again reminded
of the centrality of the Gospel to all of life. Specifigalis we look at the relationship of the Gospel to
discipleship, several key points and questions (challenges) resounded loudly before, during, and after the
conference.

THE GOSPEL IS THEESSENCE OFDISCIPLESHIP

* |t is the Gospelthe calls usinto unionwith Christandthereforeunionwith His Body; the Church. As welive
in unionwith Christandin unionwith oneanothe, a communityis established.A communitythat “has
all things in common.”

It is in this community where formal and informal discipleship occurs.

Discipleship happens when we are intentional.

The Gospelis not a historicalincident but a reality thatis alive, vibrant, and actively affecting my life
daily.

Do | lovetheBody of Christ? Do | love my sisters?Do | love the one(s)who disappointme, or frustrate
me, or push my buttons?

Do | see the image of Christ in my siste&sm | a life-giver? Or am | a life-taker?

Do | beliewe thateventhe gnarlel hamme toein the Body of Christis lovely & preciousbecause¢heyare
partof Christ's Body? To go further, am| willin g to allow the gnarledhammertoe to be usedby Godto
teach me His truths?

Am | busyserving“them” while missingout on thereality thatl NEED them? | needthe Body of Christ,
| need the means of grace that is found only in the Church.

When| facetimes of trial (in womens ministry), do | cling to Christ andthe Gospelor do | cling to
process and procedure?

Do | believe that the Gospel can transform earthly relationships into something supernatural?
Does the world look at my relationships within the Body (specifically my sisters) and see the Gospel
Is this our testimory to theworld? “A newcommandmenl give to you, thatyou love oneanotherjustas
I havelovedyou, you alsoareto love oneanothe. By this all peoplewill know that you are my disciples,
if you have love for one anothérJohn 13: 34, 35
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“Every Thought Captive”

We ar grateful for Re Patrick Laffertys oversight of our = We also thank Re John Browne (Metrocrest PCA) for his
PresWIC ministry His weekly devotionatdm PCPC can = help maintaining our PresWIC website. Be sure to check it
be accessed at for updates throughout the year:
everythoughtcaptive.pcpc.or g http://www.northtexaspreswicrg/index.html




MORE HIGHLIGHTS
2010 WIC LEADERSHIP
TRAINING CONFERENCE

SUSAN HUNT’S “WOMEN’S MINISTRY -
WHyY, WHAT AND HOW”

Susan Hunt facilitated a two session
break-out on Women‘s Ministry in the
local church. Susan is the former
Director of Women in the Church
Ministry for the PCA and currently
serves as a Christian Education and
Publications consultant for the PCA.

The “What” of the question was
“What is PCA Christian Education’s
apologetic for women’s ministry?* The
“Why” was “Why is this ministry
important?“ The “How” was “How do I
implement the apologetic?

Susan’s main emphasis was how the
local church ministers to women. Susan
quoted several bible passages which
clarify God’s authority, our creation
order, our differences as men and
women, and our function as a biblical
woman. She put an emphasis on the
word “helper”- not only as God is our
helper, but how woman help others.
The approach is based on Titus 2:3-5.

To obtain more information you are
highly encouraged to read Susan’s
book, Women’s Ministry in the Local
Church. The break out sessions were
informative and helpful as Susan
understands and explains the
importance of women’s ministry. [ am
hoping if there is enough interest on this
topic, the North Texas Women’s
Ministry can incorporate it into a break
out session at our annual meeting later
this year!  Dana Kelley

2010 LOVE GIFT

\51 MTNA’S SPECIAL NEEDS
MINISTRY IS THE RECIPIENT OF
THIS YEAR'S WIC LOVE GIFT.
CONTACT shubach@pcanet.org.

KATHY WARGO’S “REFRESH”

Kathy Wargo is from Newark, DE
and is a Women’s Trustee Advisor on
the board of Covenant College. Her
seminar on REFRESH is to help
provide new vigor and energy to the
local church’s Women’s Ministry. Here
is an easy way to remember her points:
R - Remember m&m’s! Turn them

upside down - w&w! Women need
women! We are teaching women to
think biblically and live covenantally -
we need to tell the next generation!
This is not a program - it’s a lifestyle!

E - Evaluate - based on the church’s
vision statement. Directs your women’s
ministry - You need to ask, “what’s the
purpose of this event?” Ministry
decisions have to be made based on the
purpose.

F - Fruitful - what is grown - Women’s
Ministry gatherings - Are the women
growing and connecting - do they
display the fruits of the Spirit?

R - Redeem your ministry! Is your
Women’s Ministry about God’s glory?
Compassion? Community? Investment
in relationships? Are we life givers or
life takers? Are we helpers or
hinderers? Are we equipping women?
Are we teaching women to LOVE the
church?

E - Equip - Must have enthusiasm and
passion. Communicate your vision and
plan effectively - when changes are
made, clearly explain why.

S - Service - The purpose of Women’s
Ministry is to build up the church! If
the women serve, the church thrives!
Service in God’s church is a privilege!
H - HIM - It’s all about HIM! It’s all
for HIS glory!

Whether your church’s Women’s
Ministry is well established or in its
infancy, the questions and information
presented challenge the local church to
re-evaluate its programs! We all need
to remember our Women’s Ministry is
about HIM and not us! Dana Kelley

BIBLICAL PEACEMAKING

As sinners we sometimes wound each
other by our words or actions which can
lead to the slippery slope of extreme
responses. The church body living in
community is no different.  “What
causes fights and quarrels among you?
Don’t they come from your desires that
battle within you? You want something
but don’t get it.” James 4:1-2. Does
that sound familiar? How can we
please and honor God in conflict
situations? The Peacemaking Principles
state, “As people reconciled to God by
the death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ, we believe that we are called to
respond to conflict in a way that is
remarkably different from the way the
world deals with conflict.” At the core

of a peacemaking response is the
Gospel...the good news that God made
peace with us and between us by
sending his Son to die for our sins and
gives us new life through his
resurrection. Col 1:19-20; Eph 2:14-16.
The Gospel helps us to mature into
peacemakers who reflect the glory of
God’s reconciling love in the midst of
conflict. 2Cor 3:17-18; Col 3:12-15.
With rare exceptions, most of us are not
naturally-born peacemakers. In fact, as
Tata Barthel points out, “If you’re not
Peace-making, you’re probably Peace-
faking or Peace-breaking!” Tara
Barthel, from Rocky Mountain
Community Church (PCA), Billings,
MT addressed Biblical Peacemaking at
February’s 2010 conference. Her
charming enthusiasm and lively pace
made my notes almost impossible to
decipher afterwards! Thankfully, much
of her presentation is summarized on
the Peacemaker Ministries website,
www.Peacemaker.net. She invites you
also to explore it in detail in addition to
her own book, Peacemaking Women:
Biblical Hope of Resolving Conflict.
www.tarabarthel.com Tara formerly
served as the Director of the Institute
for Christian Conciliation, a division of
Peacemaker Ministries. Currently, she
serves her family at home while
regularly mediating, speaking and
writing. More practical steps to
building a culture of peace in our
churches are specifically detailed in
Ken Sande’s book, The Peacemaker: A
Biblical Guide to Resolving Personal
Conflict which Tara highly
recommends. As we mature in these
biblical principles of conflict resolution,
we will become better equipped to
become people who breathe grace into
the relationships of our personal lives,
our families and our church community.
These peaceemaking  resources will
encourage you! Shirley Lenz

HELPFUL MINISTRY LINKS
Jane Patete - PCA Women’s Ministry
Coordinator - jpatete(@pcanet.com
Cindy Bennett - Women’s Ministry
Coor. Assist. - cbennett@pcanet.org
WIC Love Gift - MNA Special Needs
Ministry - shubach@pcanet.org
Christian Education & Pulbications -

1-800-283-1357
Tara Klena Barthel - Peacemakers -
www.tarabarthel.com
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